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Literature Review Worksheet
The approach illustrated in the chart on the following page will help you to identify specific areas to consider and include in your literature review. When you survey your chosen research articles, use the chart to guide your quest for information and answers. For each article, look for every component identified in the chart (i.e. setting, participants) and use the corresponding questions and phrases to direct your search. 

For the sections in the graph, locate...

1.  Setting – Look for information about where the study took place, including geographic location, type of organization or agency, and whether it is a rural or urban location.

2. Participants – Who were the subjects? Who received treatment(s) or placebo? Look for the number of participants, the age, the qualification, and any information that may be helpful in replicating the study with a similar population (i.e. identified Dis/Ability, race and ethnicity, gender, socioeconomic status). 

3. Timeframe – Look to see how long the study lasted. Ideally, you will find specific information about the identification and selection process as well as the intervention and any follow-ups. 

4. Methodology –What concepts and theories rationalize the process the researchers chose for the study? 

5. Design – What strategy did the researchers choose and integrate in order to collect and measure data? 

6. Results – What answers did the researchers find? Just look for data at this point!
7. Analysis – What details about the structure of the research process provide us with insight into the answers? 

8. Conclusion – What connections are made between the specific areas uncovered by this research and the larger body of research about a given population or issue? 
9. Limitations – Were any questions left unanswered? Were there inconsistencies? If so, this provides information about the implications for future research.

	Setting
	Where did the research take place?

	
	

	Participants
	Who was the target population?

	
	

	Timeframe
	Over what length of time was the research conducted?

	
	

	Intervention
	What intervention was used?

	
	

	Theory
	What theory informed the format and purpose of the study?

	
	

	Methodology
	What methodology was used?

	
	

	Design
	What research design was used?

	
	

	Results
	What were the results of the study?

	
	

	Analysis
	What do the authors have to say about the study and results?

	
	

	Conclusion
	What do the authors conclude? Suggestions for future research?

	
	

	Limitations
	What do you see as the strengths and weaknesses of author’s research? Are there instances or frameworks the author neglects to mention? Any inconsistencies?
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